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News Release | 7th September 2006

Triple grant success for Leeds based dance company Ascendance Rep. 
[Sponsored by The H2 Company]

Leeds based dance company Ascendance Rep has received a £76,000 grant from Arts Council England to support its forthcoming CHAPS Tour. The company has also received £5,000 from The Paul Hamlyn Foundation in support of the Rural Education Project and from Lloyds TSB Foundation towards the salary of the new post of Education Coordinator.

The CHAPS tour will include an exciting Triple Bill performance with a new dance work by International choreographer Jan De Schynkel, work by regional choreographer Gary Clarke and national choreographer Tom Roden.  Four athletic and emotive dancers, Anna Bjerre Larsen, Paul Wilkinson, Marie Hallager Andersen [Graduates of the Northern School of Contemporary Dance, Leeds] and Barbara Schmid, who has travelled from Germany to dance with the company, will perform the dance pieces on a tour of 10 theatres. 

We see the fluorescent world of Andy Warhol set to the glamour rock soundtrack of the Velvet Underground; the stories of people who are impossibly up and impossibly down; and brand new work the 'Habitual Welders' set to the music of Perotin, Dowland, Gavin Bryers and David Lang. The programme is diverse in style, containing fast and furious footwork and contorted bodies, to physical theatre and witty humour, to the classical contemporary. There is something for everyone to enjoy. 
The supporting education programme is unique in that it targets young male groups across the UK to become involved in dance activities and encourage them to attend company performances. 

Rachel Wesson, Artistic Director of Ascendance Rep, commented, “We are delighted to receive these grants which will contribute to the sustainability and growth of the company.  We are now able to develop the education department and offer dancers the opportunity to work with and perform new dance works by some our finest choreographers” 
The premiere of the CHAPS show is on Friday 6th October 2006 7.30pm at Yorkshire Dance, Leeds.

Press Contact: To arrange photos and interviews please Contact Rachel Wesson on 07977 127753 or email info@ascendance.org.uk 



Tour Schedule

Fri 6th Oct
Yorkshire Dance, Leeds



0113 243 8765











7.30pm

£9 / £7
Thurs 12 Oct 
Catmose Theatre, Oakham


01572 722286











7.00pm

£5 / £3 
Sat 21 Oct
Otley Courthouse



01943 467466











8.00pm

£7 / £5 
Fri 27th Oct
Square Chapel Centre for the Arts

01422 349422











8.00pm

£8 / £6 

Sat 11 Nov
The Lindsey Theatre, 



01472 608856

The Lindsey School & Community

7.30pm

£7 / £5  
Arts College, Cleethorpes


Sat 18th Nov
St Peters Arts Centre, UCLAN, Preston

0113 2177293








7.30pm 
£7 / £5
 

Ascendance Rep

Rachel Wesson founded Ascendance in 1999. In 2005 the company became limited by guarantee and a registered charity. Since its inception Ascendance Rep has undertaken a range of successful performance and audience development projects across the UK, funded by the Arts Council, lottery, regional sponsors and charities. Ascendance Rep produces exciting dance works that inspire, challenge and entertain audiences from a range of different backgrounds. It has become known for its audience development projects, working extensively in site-specific venues, including Borders bookstores, cathedrals, train stations, shopping centres, city and rural art galleries, museums and libraries and other places of cultural interest.

Dancers

Barbara Schmid
Barbara Schmid trained at The Palucca Schule in Germany, and at the Fomtys Hogeschool in The Netherlands.  During her career she has danced in many different companies across Germany and The Netherlands. Barbara moved to the UK in August 2006 to join Ascendance Rep for the CHAPS Theatre Tour.

Marie Hallager Andersen 

Marie was born in Denmark and trained at The Northern School of Contemporary Dance. After graduating in 2005 she co-founded contemporary dance company Nørdic Allüre which gave its first performance at the Fringe for British Dance Edition in February 2006. Marie is a dedicated yoga practitioner and teacher. Marie joined Ascendance Rep for the CHAPS Theatre Tour.


Paul Wilkinson

Paul trained at the Electric Studios in Barnsley and at The Northern School of Contemporary Dance, Leeds. Whilst in training Paul worked with Simon Birch, Lisi Perry, Ben Wright and Hotesh Shelchter. He has worked professionally with Pit Fleur Company and Simon Vincenzi as part of the Duche Decade. After graduating with a BA Hons Degree in 2006. Paul joined Ascendance Rep for the CHAPS Theatre Tour.

Anna Bjerre Larsen

Anna trained at The Northern School of Contemporary Dance. After graduating Anna went on to be an apprentice with The Scottish Dance Theatre. Since then Anna has danced for Virtual Motion Dance Company choreographed by Ben Wright and directed by Stewart Laing. Alongside performing Anna has taught extensively for Virtual Motion Dance Company, Dance in Education in Copenhagen and Uppercut Dance Theatre. Anna joined Ascendance Rep in August 2006 for the CHAPS Theatre Tour.
Choreographers

Jan De Schynkel

After a professional dance career with companies including Netherlands Dance Theatre 2, Hamburg Ballet, and Rambert Dance Company, Jan has been working for the last five years as a freelance choreographer and teacher in the UK. He has created works for BARK Dance Productions, Scottish Dance Theatre, Singapore Dance Theatre, Transitions, Intoto, London Contemporary Dance School and Northern School of Contemporary Dance. He lectures in Performance studies at LCDS and has been teaching ballet classes for contemporary dancers for companies such as New Adventures, DV8, Phoenix, Random and Richard Alston Dance Company as well as for school, LCDS, Laban, NSCD and the Scottish School of Contemporary Dance. He has also led many workshops and projects and has worked as an outside assessor. Jan is also doing a Post Graduate Diploma course in Cultural Management at City University. He is on Equity’s Choreographers Committee. He was a winner of the Peter Darrell Award 2000, a member of the Artists Development Initiative at the Royal Opera House and was an Associate Artist at the Place (2001-2002). The Guardian 21st Century Arts Critics Survey in 2002 tipped Jan De Schynkel as 1 of 5 prime movers in Dance for the 21st century. Jan has also just joined Dance UK’s Executive Committee
Tom Roden [New Art Club]
Formerly based in the North West of England as artistic director of Air Dance Company, Tom is now co-director of New Art Club. He is also an independent choreographer/performer in dance and opera working with some of the UK's leading dance companies, opera houses and training institutions.

As a performer Tom has danced the lead role in The Cunning Little Vixen at The Bregenz Festival, Austria, performed in the film of Twelfth Night for Channel 4 and appeared with seminal Manchester based theatre company The Glee Club. He has danced with The Claire Russ Ensemble, The Gregory Nash Group and Reckless Sleepers and was a founder member of Chapter 4.

Tom's recent commissions for dance companies include Revenge of the Impossible Things for Scottish Dance Theatre, A Stop of Go's for Dair, The Up and Down People for Ascendance, He Said She Said for Verve and A New Fine System at London School of Contemporary Dance. Between 1994 and 2001 he was the choreographer and artistic director of the all male Air Dance Company. Performing extensively throughout the UK, Air's repertoire included PG, a hit at Edinburgh Festival 2000, Tom FM, Standing on The Shoulders of Giants and A Christmas Show.

His opera and theatre credits include The Magic Flute for Opera North and Babette's Feast at The Royal Opera House (directed by Tim Supple), Edward II at Bolton Octagon (director Lawrence Till) and Elixir of Love for Grange Park Opera (director Martin Constantine).

Gary Clarke

Born in Barnsley in 1980, Gary trained at the Northern School of Contemporary Dance. On graduating, Gary became a member of Lea Anderson’s much acclaimed The Cholmondeleys and The Featherstonehaughs. He has also worked with some of the most innovative dance companies in the UK and abroad In January 06, Gary embarked on his first solo project titled ‘Horsemeat’, on which he collaborated with internationally renowned choreographer Javier de Frutos.

Gary has received national critical and audience acclaim for his own choreography, which has toured extensively and has been featured in a number of national and international festivals such as Junga Hunda, North of the Wash, Mamushka Nights and The British Dance Edition 06. 

In August 04, he became the Artistic Director of Pit Fleur Company and received the Artistic Development Award (ADA) from Danceworks UK to create his first full evening of work.  In the same year he was established as a Yorkshire Dance Partner and is now affiliated to one of the major national dance agencies in the UK. 

Between September 05 and August 06, Gary was appointed as Artist in Residence at NSCD.  In 98, he was the first young performer to receive the Brian Glover Memorial Award for Outstanding Achievement in Performing Arts and Dance.
Registered Address: 6 Granby View, Headingley, Leeds, LS6 3AT


Ascendance Rep is the trading name for The Ascendance Repertory Company Ltd  
Company No. 5496869  Registered Charity No.1110747
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