Review, Ascendance Rep,  Carlisle Cathedral, 12.07.08
Standing Stones, a dance work choreographed by Jacky Lansley for Ascendance REP is remarkable for its richness of observation. The audience would only have to glance up at the vaulted ceiling of the north aisle of the cathedral to see immediately the angles and curves reproduced by the dancers. At times they dashed across the dance space and on into an aisle only to pause and dart back again meeting in ever more inventive configurations. One moment they might be a latticed window and the next a stone column with a carved capital.

This exciting and energetic piece was danced to Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet, played by a member of the Cornish Sinfonia on the keyboard and, at extremely short notice, Richard West, of Carlisle, on the clarinet.

The group of four dancers were a complete delight. They each had very different and individual qualities and yet together they created a convincing and interesting work.

Paul Wilkinson is a strong dancer with a great sense of humour and a marvellously plastic face, which was at once a carving of a medieval peasant and then a contorted gargoyle. Ayano Honda is a dancer of great intelligence. She appears to hold the whole narrative and pattern of the piece in her mind, which gives the group cohesion. Daniella Ferreira reveals her strong classical background with her beautiful poise and control. Katie Keeble’s concentration has the effect of her appearing to be the master of the space she is occupying. This imaginative piece brought a new shaft of light into the cathedral enabling us to see it in different and exciting ways.

Judith West

